What is Claimed is: 



1. A system for electronic trading by trading 
participants, the system comprising: 

a keyboard having a plurality of order 
keys for placing orders on a plurality of financial 
instruments ; 

a display device for displaying a view 
region having a plurality of trading quadrants, each 
trading quadrant being a portion of the view region that 
displays trading information relating to one of the 
plurality of financial instruments; and 

a processor coupled to the display device 
and to the keyboard, the processor being configured to 
direct the display device to display one of the plurality 
of trading quadrants in response to the participant 
pressing one of the plurality of order keys. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor 
is a first processor, the system further comprising a 
second processor configured to process an order on one of 
the plurality of financial instruments in response to the 
participant pressing one of the plurality of order keys. 

3. The system of claim 2, the second processor 
being further configured to execute a trade on the 
financial instrument on which the order was placed and 
processed. 

4. The system of claim 3, the first processor 
being further configured to direct the display device to 
display information relating to the executed trade in one 
of the plurality of trading quadrants in real-time. 
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5. The system of claim 3 further comprising a 
back office clearing center coupled to the second 
processor for causing the executed trade to be cleared 
and for verifying that the executed trade is cleared. 

6. The system of claim 2, wherein the second 
processor comprises the first processor. 

7. The system of claim 1, the keyboard further 
having a plurality of issue keys, wherein each one of the 
plurality of issue keys, when pressed, causes the 
processor to direct the display device to display another 
trading quadrant that displays information relating to a 
non-benchmark issue. 

8. The system of claim 7, the processor being 
further configured to allow the participant to place an 
order on the non-benchmark issue using at least one of 
the plurality of order keys. 

9. The system of claim 1, the keyboard further 
having a plurality of specific keys, wherein each one of 
the plurality of specific keys is used to select a type 
of issue related to the plurality of financial 
instruments, and wherein each one of the plurality of 
specific keys, when pressed, allows the participant to 
place an order on the type of issue related to a specific 
one of the plurality of financial instruments using an 
order key that is associated with the specific one of the 
plurality of financial instruments. 
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10. The system of claim 1, the keyboard further 
having a plurality of specific keys, wherein each one of 
the plurality of specific keys is associated with a 
trading quadrant relating to a specific financial 
instrument and issues related to the specific financial 
instrument, and wherein each one of the plurality of 
specific keys, when pressed, allows the participant to 
place an order on the specific financial instrument and 
the issues related to the specific financial instrument 
using the plurality of order keys. 

11. The system of claim 10, the plurality of 
trading quadrants being spatially aligned in the view 
region to correspond to a spatial alignment, on the 
keyboard, of the plurality of specific keys associated 
with the plurality of trading quadrants. 

12. A system for electronic trading, the system 
comprising : 

a display device for displaying a view 
region that comprises at least one trading quadrant 
showing a benchmark instrument and a plurality of issues 
related to the benchmark instrument; 

a keyboard comprising: 

a first plurality of keys, wherein 
one of the first plurality of keys corresponds to the 
benchmark instrument; and 

a second plurality of keys for 

placing orders; and 

a processor coupled to the display device 
and to the keyboard, in response to a trader pressing the 
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key that corresponds to the benchmark instrument, the 
processor being configured to: 

direct the display device to select 
the at least one trading quadrant; and 

map the second plurality of keys such 
that each one of the second plurality of keys is used to 
place orders on a specific issue displayed in the at 
least one quadrant . 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the 
processor is a first processor, the system further 
comprising a second processor configured to process an 
order on the specific issue in response to the trader 
pressing one of the second plurality of keys. 

14. The system of claim 14, the second processor 
being further configured to execute a trade on the 
specific issue based on the processed order. 

15. The system of claim 14, the first processor 
being further configured to direct the display device to 
display information relating to the executed trade in the 
at least one trading quadrant in real-time. 

16. The system of claim 14 further comprising a 
back office clearing center coupled to the second 
processor for causing the executed trade to be cleared 
and for verifying that the executed trade is cleared. 

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the second 
processor comprises the first processor. 

18. The system of claim 12, wherein the 
benchmark instrument is a first benchmark instrument, the 
display device displaying a second trading quadrant in 
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the view region, the second trading quadrant showing a 
second benchmark instrument and a plurality of issues 
related to the second benchmark instrument. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein a second one 
of the first plurality of keys corresponds to the second 
benchmark instrument, and in response to the trader 
pressing the second one of the first plurality of keys, 
the processor being further configured to: 

direct the display device to select the 
second trading quadrant; and 

map the second plurality of keys such that 
each one of the second plurality of keys is used to place 
orders on a specific issue displayed in the second 
trading quadrant. 

20. The system of claim 12, the keyboard further 
having a plurality of issue keys, wherein each one of the 
plurality of issue keys, when pressed, causes the 
processor to direct the display device to select a non- 
benchmark issue in an other trading quadrant. 

21. The system of claim 20, the processor 
further configured to map the second plurality of keys 
such that at least one of the second plurality of keys is 
used to place orders on a specific non-benchmark issue 
displayed in the other trading quadrant in response to 
the trader pressing one of the plurality of issue keys. 

22. The system of claim 19, the at least one 
trading quadrant and the second trading quadrant being 
spatially aligned in the view region to correspond to a 
spatial alignment, on the keyboard, of the one and the 
second one of the first plurality of keys. 
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23. A keyboard configurable in a first 
configuration for receiving inputs through a plurality of 
keys, each of the plurality of keys being associated with 
a specific function, and a second configuration for 
receiving inputs through a single key that is substituted 
for the plurality of keys in order to implement one of 
the specific functions previously associated with one of 
the plurality of keys, the single key occupying 
substantially the same physical space on the keyboard 
previously occupied by the plurality of keys. 

24. The keyboard of claim 23, wherein the first 
configuration or the second configuration is selected 
through switching means . 

25. The keyboard of claim 24, wherein the 
switching means comprises a toggle switch. 

26. The keyboard of claim 23 further comprising 
a plurality of enumerated keys, each of the plurality of 
enumerated keys being associated with a function that is 
determined based on an order in which a user presses the 
plurality of enumerated keys. 

27. The keyboard of claim 23 being preconf igured 
to change the specific function associated with at least 
one of the plurality of keys based on a type of view 
associated with a view region displayed to a user. 

28. The keyboard of claim 2 7 wherein the type of 
view is selected from a group consisting of a benchmark 
view and a specific view. 
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29. The keyboard of claim 23 being preconf igured 

to change the specific function associated with at least 
one of the plurality of keys based on whether a user 
presses at least another one of the plurality of keys 
while pressing the at least one of the plurality of keys. 
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